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Still writing for the same reasons

This issue ends my nineteenth
year of writing Connections. My
reasons for writing it are still es-
sentially what they were when I
started. I want to reassure the
many Christians who see the need
for change in the church and the
world that they’re not alone or mistaken. I want to
encourage them to keep looking for new information
and insight and then to speak up and become active
in promoting the changes they see as needed.

Numerous and impassioned responses

The Connections issues that have brought the most
numerous and impassioned responses have been
those in which I’ve written about feeling like a misfit
in the church because of having views and concerns
that I hear few other members expressing. Many read-
ers tell me they feel the same way.

Some have left the church as a result, but many are
still hanging on. Some stay mainly because of habit.
Many stay to keep from leaving church friends. And
many stay because, despite the parts of the church’s
message that they find unbelievable or contradictory
to what Jesus taught, they feel that following “the way”
of Jesus offers the best hope for the world and they

keep hoping the church will start following it
more closely. I write to reassure these
readers that they’re actually far from alone
and to urge them to speak up, because

many of their observations are correct and need to
be heard and heeded by the church.

We’re driving perceptive people away

Some UMC doctrines contradict what is now known
about the universe, the Bible, and human beings.
Some current UMC policies go against the teaching
of Jesus. They’re therefore driving away many per-
ceptive people. I want to do whatever I can to stop
this from happening. I’m sure UMC General Confer-
ence delegates also want that. So in the hope that
my speaking up can encourage them to vote for the
changes that will help to accomplish it, I’ve added
the new delegates to my Connections mailing list.
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This issue, many back issues, a list of books I’ve written about, and more Connections information are
available free from my website, www.connectionsonline.org. To get Connections monthly by e-mail, let
me know at BCWendland@aol.com. Please include your name, city, and state or country. To start
getting Connections monthly by U.S. Mail, send me your name, address, and $5 for the coming year’s
issues. For paper copies of any of the 19 years’ back issues, send me $5 for each year or any 12 issues.

I’m a lay United Methodist and neither a church employee nor a clergyman’s wife. Connections is a one-person
ministry that I do on my own initiative, speaking only for myself. Many readers make monetary contributions but I pay
most of the cost myself. Connections goes to several thousand people in all U.S. states and some other countries—
laity and clergy in more than a dozen denominations, and some nonchurchgoers. Connections is my effort to stimu-
late fresh thought and new insight about topics I feel Christians need to consider and churches need to address.
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Connections Live! 2012
Last November, Connections readers from all over Texas gathered in Temple for
Connections Live! 2010, the first-ever gathering of Connections readers in person.

Here’s what the event included:

√ Kindred spirits to meet, talk with, and get ideas from, from Friday afternoon through Saturday evening

√ Inspiring progressive speakers: scholars, local-church pastors, and lay church members

√ New books to buy and get signed, free used books, and information on progressive materials for group use

The second Connections Live! is now in the planning stages, and this time it won’t just be for Texans.

You’ll get more details soon, so keep watching for them in Connections and checking my website,
www.connectionsonline.org.
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