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Early impressions matter

Early in life, Joerg Rieger was given
two important impressions that, unfor-
tunately, many other Christians have been given only
much later, if at all, about the Bible and the church.

• Learning about the Bible
In his public high school in Germany, Rieger was
taught how the Bible originated and developed. His
religion course was compulsory, but it wasn’t the kind
of course that many conservative Christians in Texas
and other southern states want in schools. Instead,
his school presented the best scholars’ findings about
the Bible, just as about other subjects.

• Being challenged by the church
Starting in his childhood, Joerg Rieger heard the
church presenting what he now remembers as a chal-
lenge. And from his family’s participation in the church
brass band as a mission to the community, to be done
even on Christmas morning, he saw the church’s mis-
sion as having higher priority than personal comfort.

Part of growing up

Information and views that have only come to me
and many other Christians relatively late in life, that
didn’t come from our churches even then, and that
many churchgoers never get exposed to, were pre-
sented to Joerg Rieger from the beginning. “It was
merely part of growing up,” he says.

Rieger finds that in the U.S., teaching religion too
often amounts mainly to cheerleading for Christianity

and often for only a narrow interpretation
of it. The teaching also tends to present

the most familiar interpretations of Christian-
ity as totally beneficial, instead of presenting
their pros and cons. Rieger points out that,

in contrast, the early teaching he got in Germany
analyzed religion in the same way as other subjects.

What difference might it make?

What might be different about the church and
American society now, if early in life more of us had
gotten from our churches the information about the
Bible that Rieger got from his high school? What if
we had heard the challenge he heard from his church?
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This issue, many back issues, a list of the books I’ve written about, and more information about Connec-
tions are available free from my web site, www.connectionsonline.org. To get Connections monthly by
e-mail, let me know at BCWendland@aol.com. To start getting Connections monthly by U.S. Mail, send
me your name, mailing address, and $5 for the coming year’s issues. If you want me to mail you paper
copies of any of the 17 years’ back issues, send me $5 for each year or any 12 issues you want.

I’m a United Methodist lay woman, and neither a church employee nor a clergyman’s wife. Connections is a one-
person ministry that I do on my own initiative, speaking only for myself. Many readers make monetary contributions
but I pay most of the cost myself. Connections goes to several thousand people in all U.S. states and some other
countries—laity and clergy in a dozen denominations, and some nonchurchgoers. Connections is my effort to stimu-
late fresh thought and new insight about topics I feel Christians need to consider and churches need to address.
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An international life

Theologian Joerg Rieger, whose spiritual journey I describe in this Connections, is a United Methodist
clergyman and an endowed professor of constructive theology at Perkins School of Theology at Southern

Methodist University in Dallas, a United Methodist seminary, at which he has taught since 1994. He has also done
extensive teaching and research in South Africa, Argentina, England, Germany, Austria, Russia, Brazil, and Zimba-
bwe, and he regularly takes Perkins students to other countries to spend time immersed in the local culture. Previous
ones of these immersion experiences have been in England, Zimbabwe, Brazil, Germany, Mexico, and South Africa.

Rieger’s wife, Rosemarie Henkel Rieger, is a molecular biologist and Montessori teacher and is active in Jobs for
Justice. She is home-schooling their 14-year-old twin daughters, which lets the three of them take active parts in the
travel that is an integral part of Joerg’s work.

Rieger’s books are too numerous to list here, so I’m mentioning only his latest, No Rising Tide: Theology,
Economics, and the Future (Fortress Press, 2009). To see a complete list and to learn more about his
other writing, his teaching, his research, and his other professional activities, go to the Perkins web site,
www.smu.edu/theology , and click on “Faculty” and then on Rieger’s name.
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