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A gathering of progressive
Texas Connections readers

I continually hear from concerned
readers who see the need for change
in the church and the world. They see the
need for churches to disseminate up-to-date infor-
mation and views about Jesus, Christian history, and
the Bible. They see the need for letting varied views
be heard and for discussing openly what following
Jesus may require in today’s world. They see the ur-
gent need to promote justice actively and to oppose
injustice actively, within the church and elsewhere.
Many of these readers, especially those who live in
the South, tell me they feel alone in their local
churches and communities because of having these
concerns. For a long time, therefore, I’ve wanted to

bring some of these kindred spir-
its together to meet each other
and consider how to promote the
changes they see as needed.

Finally I’m doing that. I’m hosting a gathering of Texas
Connections readers on Friday evening and Satur-
day, November 19-20, in Temple. Keynote speaker
will be Dr. Jim Rigby, pastor of St. Andrew’s Presby-
terian Church in Austin, the progressive pastor and
congregation who have meant so much to Robert
Jensen, whose book this Connections tells about.

If you’re interested, please let me know

If you’re in Texas and want to consider attending this
gathering, please let me know immediately, prefer-
ably by e-mailing me at bcwendland@aol.com. If
space at the event is still available when I hear from
you, I’ll send you details about its content, cost, and
lodging, along with an opportunity to register. (If you
got my e-mail message about this event
and you’ve told me you’re interested, you
don’t need to let me know again. I’ll send
you the details when they’re available.)
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A mari llo

L ub bock

For t Wor th
Da llas

B eau mont

Hou sto n

Au stin

S an A nton io

Corpus Chr isti

E l Paso

TEMPLE

I should know by now that it’s not smart to say what
will be in the next Connections, because I might
change my mind. That happened this month, so what
I said was coming this month is now coming later.

mailto:BCWendland@aol.com
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This issue, many back issues, a list of books I’ve written about, and more Connections information are
available free from my web site, www.connectionsonline.org. To get Connections monthly by e-mail, let
me know at BCWendland@aol.com. Please include your name, city, and state or country. To start
getting Connections monthly by U.S. Mail, send me your name, address, and $5 for the coming year’s
issues. For paper copies of any of the 17 years’ back issues, send me $5 for each year or any 12 issues.

I’m a United Methodist lay woman, and neither a church employee nor a clergyman’s wife. Connections is a one-
person ministry that I do on my own initiative, speaking only for myself. Many readers make monetary contributions
but I pay most of the cost myself. Connections goes to several thousand people in all U.S. states and some other
countries—laity and clergy in a dozen denominations, and some nonchurchgoers. Connections is my effort to stimu-
late fresh thought and new insight about topics I feel Christians need to consider and churches need to address.

http://www.connectionsonline.org
mailto:BCWendland@aol.com
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A surreal church experience

Robert Jensen, whose inspiring and challenging book I review in this Connections, is a professor at
the University of Texas in Austin and an active member of St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church in

Austin. His motivation in turning to theology and then joining a congregation after years of avoiding the church, he
says, was his increasing focus on the question of how to live fully and responsibly in the here and now.

Jensen had paid attention over the years, he explains, when the St. Andrew’s pastor, Jim Rigby, popped up in the
news. Usually that happened because his efforts for gay rights or reproductive rights had landed him in hot water
with church officials and led to attempts to strip him of his ordination. When a friend suggested Jensen visit the
church, and later an e-mail from Rigby complimented an antiwar article Jensen had written, they met to discuss
mutual interests. As a result, Jensen became a regular St. Andrew’s visitor. Later he was asked to preach a sermon,
and he soon became a member. Some of his writings that denominational officials saw as denying the denomination’s
official profession of faith, however, led to a church heresy trial in which Jensen, its main focus, was not allowed to
speak. “It was one of the most surreal afternoons of my life,” he says. His, Rigby’s, and the congregation’s
denominational affiliation survived, but unfortunately not without pain for everyone involved.

For more about this lively congregation and its brave pastor, see their website, www.staopen.com.
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