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Promoting mature Christianity

There’s a sense in which what we say
about God today needs to be a radical
departure from what Christians have pre-
viously been in the habit of saying. That’s
the view expressed by United Methodist pastor Will-
iam A. Holmes in his new book Mature Christianity
(Resurgence Publishing Corporation, 2010).

Holmes says his book is “for come-of-age
Christians in a come-of-age world.” He compares our
present church situation to one that nineteenth-
century Danish theologian Soren Kierkegaard
described in a parable. A fire breaks out backstage
just before a circus is to perform. A clown, already in

costume, rushes out to warn the
audience. But the spectators take his
desperate pleas as part of an act. The

more he gesticulates, the more they laugh,
until fire engulfs the theater.

Since all accounts of God are subjective accounts
of someone’s experience, Holmes reminds us,
interpretations will vary and different “orthodoxies” will
appear and eventually disappear. We therefore need
to communicate our faith today in ways that will make
sense to today’s people. “The more we gesticulate
with our funny creeds and doctrines,” Holmes fears,
“the more laughable we seem to a skeptical world.”

Time to sound the alarm

“The fires of social, political, and eco-
nomic crises threaten to leave only the
charred remains of a once relevant insti-
tution,” Bill Holmes observes, “and there must be
those of us ‘on the inside’ willing to sound the alarm
and point to alternative, life-saving exits. Our priority
is not the survival of the institution per se (the theater
or the church), but acting out a drama which reclaims
the world for the humanizing, civilizing process.”

Holmes believes “it is still possible to proclaim
the Christian faith in a compelling way without insult-
ing the modern mind.” He’s urging Christians to get
busy doing that. Doing it needs to come partly, he
finds, from lay persons raising the great questions of
life, aided by the insights of Christian scholars and
theologians.
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This issue, many back issues, a list of books I’ve written about, and more Connections information are
available free from my web site, www.connectionsonline.org. To get Connections monthly by e-mail, let
me know at BCWendland@aol.com. Please include your name, city, and state or country. To start
getting Connections monthly by U.S. Mail, send me your name, address, and $5 for the coming year’s
issues. For paper copies of any of the 17 years’ back issues, send me $5 for each year or any 12 issues.

I’m a United Methodist lay woman, and neither a church employee nor a clergyman’s wife. Connections is a one-
person ministry that I do on my own initiative, speaking only for myself. Many readers make monetary contributions
but I pay most of the cost myself. Connections goes to several thousand people in all U.S. states and some other
countries—laity and clergy in a dozen denominations, and some nonchurchgoers. Connections is my effort to stimu-
late fresh thought and new insight about topics I feel Christians need to consider and churches need to address.
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Like author Anne Rice, whose present opinion about Christianity I quote on page 1 of this Connections,
many of us occasionally feel so turned off by what we see Christians doing and saying, that we don’t even
want to be called Christian. When we see Christians promoting injustice and unkindness, we don’t want
people to think we support it too. When we hear Christians claiming that unbelievable things are true, we

don’t want people to think we believe those things too. It’s tempting, therefore, to shrink into the back-
ground and keep quiet in order to avoid being associated with the beliefs and behavior we feel are wrong, but that’s
not a faithful or useful response.  Seeing such behavior needs to lead us instead to become better informed and
speak more openly about what we believe and why. It needs to lead us to become more active in exposing and
opposing injustice and promoting justice in our churches and local communities and the wider world.

What about dropping out of the church? That can be a hard question. If staying in includes support-
ing policies and appearing to support beliefs that we feel are contrary to true Christianity, getting
out may be what integrity and faithfulness require. But if staying in provides opportunities that we
wouldn’t otherwise have, to speak against injustice and promote justice and to help disseminate information and
insights that are otherwise being ignored in the church, staying in may be the most faithful choice. Either way,
speaking up is essential. I continue to think Joan Chittister’s advice is wise: There may come a time when you have
to leave the church to save your soul. But if you leave, don’t leave quietly, and if you stay, don’t stay quietly.
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