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A personal story

Hearing scriptures read that were
favorites of the deceased at some re-
cent funerals made me think about
what my favorite scriptures were. |
thought about writing an issue of
Connections based on them. Then a Connections
reader wrote urging me to do an issue about my
own journey. My favorite scriptures are part of it, [
realized. A coincidence? Maybe, maybe not.

I’ve used these scriptures and told parts of my
story in various issues of Connections, but I'm put-
ting it all together here. Maybe it will help some
readers see something new in their own stories,
about what God wants them to do. If it
turns you off instead, please ignore it.

Living a fortunate life

A .

I grew up in Houston as the only child of lov-
ing, conservative, church-going Methodist parents.
My father was an officer of a small oil company
and my mother was a full-time homemaker. |
graduated from S.M.U., then worked for a major
oil company for four years as a mathematician do-
ing computer programming. Then I quit my job,
married, and moved to Temple, a central Texas
town whose population is now about
50,000. I became a full-time home-
maker and volunteer, which I thought
was what all women were supposed to do.

My husband, a Temple native, has been in a
family feed-manufacturing business all his life, un-
til he retired four years ago. He’s still very busy
with church, civic, and business-related activities.
We especially enjoy travel and classical music. We
have a grown daughter who lives in Houston.

Beginning to wonder and investigate

I’ve been an active member of the Methodist
Church (now the United Methodist Church) all my

Speaking in today’s “temple”

To me, “the temple” in many
scriptures seems comparable to
today's institutional church. | be-
lieve church members urgently
need to speak boldly within it
about what they see God calling it
to do. That’s a big reason for my
writing Connections and wanting

During the night
an angel of God
opened the prison
doors, brought
[the apostles] out,
and said, “Go,
stand in the temple

to stay involved in decision- :’;’d t;l:ﬂt:’fnl::g:glz
ki f the church. cw
making parts of the churc about this life.”
In my younger days very few —Acts 5:19-20

women were included in UMC
decision-making bodies. Men made the decisions while
women cooked, taught children’s Sunday School, and
did whatever other background jobs were wanted.

In the 1970s, however, the UMC like many other
groups started deliberately including more women in its
decision-making bodies. | saw a church-newspaper arti-
cle saying that my UMC Annual Conference was looking
for women who would be interested in being delegates to

General Conference, the UMC’s top decision-

making body. | very daringly (but very naively,
| now know!) phoned my area’s District Su-
perintendent and said | was interested. He
said, “We already have our delegates.” |
shrank back into meek silence for years.

Challenge and inspiration for today

Older and wiser now about how the UMC works, I've
been active at all its levels and have been a General
Conference delegate twice. I'm often saddened by what |
see. In meetings from the local to the general-church
level, for example, we spend a high proportion of our
time on tiresome and unnecessary reports, and on con-
troversy about relatively low-priority issues. | believe we
urgently need to use our gatherings instead for challeng-
ing and motivating attenders and

for focusing on how to recognize
God’s call in today'’s world and how
to respond more effectively to it.

Oh, that some-
one among you
would shut the
temple doors, so
that you would

| believe we need to shut the
doors on church methods that are 4
unfaithful or that no longer work. | not kindle fire on
therefore feel | must stand in to- my altar in vain!

day's “temple” and speak up. —Malachi 1:10
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