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Sending horses against tanks

The church now lives in a culture that
1s mainly electronic, but most mainline
churches are still trying to communicate
the gospel using the methods of a culture £
based on print. That’s the
opinion of Thomas E. Boo-
mershine, a professor at the
United Methodist Church’s R
United Theological Seminary.

“A child of today’s culture walking into a
United Methodist Church,” Boomershine observed
recently (Ministers’ Week, Perkins School of The-
ology, February 2-3, 1999), “is going back into an
earlier culture where images are static, where
books are still read out loud, and where organ mu-
sic and the cultural atmosphere and the
hymns of the nineteenth century dominate.”

Boomershine compares the UMC’s
current methods to those of the Polish
army in the 1930°s. In response to the
Germans’ buildup of tank divisions, the P
Polish army leaders built up their cavalry, follow—
ing years of Polish army tradition. When Hitler in-
vaded Poland, a Polish general
sent wave after wave of men on
horses against Hitler’s tanks.
The result was slaughter.

We’re not getting our message across

We’re getting an equally disastrous result from
using nineteenth-century communication methods
as the twenty-first century arrives, Boomershine
warns. The growing percentage of older members
in the UMC since the 1960’s clearly shows, he be-
lieves, that the UMC is not communicating to the
people of the electronic culture, the genera- o)
tions that grew up with TV. We’re sending EEQ
our print-culture horses against the world’s <
clectronic-culture tanks and being slaughtered.

Becoming invisible?

The UMC “is becoming increas-
ingly invisible and irrelevant to society,
in part because we refuse to commit
time, energy, and financial and human resources
to interpretation of our ministry and mission through
church and public media.” So says M. Garlinda Burton,
editor of the UMC's Interpreter magazine (in Questions
for the Twenty-First Century Church, Russell E. Richey
et al, editors; Abingdon, 1999). Burton believes we ur-
gently need to take these steps to improve our situation.

= Train bishops, D.S.s, semi-

Youarethelight of | 0 ¢o0ity, pastors, and

the wo.rld'_'" No one prominent laity to be bold
after.hghtmg a lamp spokespersons through the
puts it under the media on behalf of the church.
bushel basket, but

Emphasize the voices of
women, people of color, and
non-U.S. UMC members.

on the lampstand,
and it gives light to
all in the house. In
the same way, let
your light shine be-
fore others, so that
they may see your
good works and give
glory to your Father
in heaven.
—Matthew 5:14-16

= Join other denominations to
fund and lobby for prime-time
programming that would reflect
Judeo-Christian interests on
mainstream TV networks.

= Stop trying to prevent media
coverage of meetings of top
UMC decision-making groups.

» Stop making church media be slaves of UMC programs
and bureaucracy. Let them feature news, opinions, and
people-oriented stories that reflect and inform the
thoughts, actions, and civic activity of grass-roots UMs.

= Create a UMC-wide computer and fax network for
sending church records, disaster information, and news.
Collect opinions with chat lines and other methods.

* Require public-media-relations positions in all confer-
ences, but don't use them as dumping places for ineffec-
tive or hard-to-place clergy. Hire professional journalists.

“Media images ... ”, Burton points out, “communicate
more effectively than an altar call in a sanctuary where
an unchurched person may never come ... " For most
people in today’'s world, whatever doesn’t happen in the
public media virtually doesn’t happen, she finds.

Her message is vitally important. Will we heed it?
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The Book Concern became one of the nation’s
largest publishers, as well as the most :
innovative force in Methodist life and
the most important factor in connect-
ing Methodists to each other.,

'y ] COmMImMuIICdton winnoiogy o1 ine age.

+ The oral network of preaching and teaching in
local churches was supported by the church’s
highly advanced print communication system.
This combination was a major factor in allowing
the church to succeed remarkably in evangelism




