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Jesus talk and Jesus pictures—
helpful for some but not for all

“On the brink of the twenty-first cen-
tury,” say Bill Easum and Tom Bandy in .
Growing Spiritual Redwoods (Abing- BN
don, 1997), “‘Church Folks’ have a re-
markably small ‘market share’ of the
‘Jesus Talk’ happening among the public. It is not
that ‘Church Folks’ disagree with the ‘Jesus Talk’
going on around them, they just don’t hear it. They
just don’t get it. They just can’t connect with it.”

Like Easum and Bandy, many other observers
of the current church scene also find that personal
talk about Jesus—not doctrinal talk about Christ—
is essential for communicating the gospel to to-
day’s non-churchgoers. Jesus talk seems especially
important for reaching today’s younger people.
Ironically, it tends to be heard from non-
churchgoers more than from churchgoers.

A puzzled reaction

Easum and Bandy give an example. “At
the conclusion of a consultation in a local
church, the pastor drove Bill to the airport. ... In the
midst of the idle conversation, the pastor paused,
looked at Bill with a puzzled expression, and said,
‘During the seminar you mentioned several times
the need for people to have a personal relationship
with Jesus. What on earth did you mean by that?’”

Like that pastor I’m puzzled by a lot of the Je-
sus talk that I hear. Much of it turns me off even
though I believe in Jesus Christ, yet it seems to be
important or even essential to most other Chris-
tians. I’m fairly sure that a lot of the difference in
our reactions comes from differences in our person-
alities and in our ways of understanding and ex-

.aywa Dressing our spirituality. Our reactions
£~\i. to the Jesus pictures I wrote about
in last month’s Connections
also reflect these differences.

What a friend we have . . . ?

When people talk about having a . 006
personal relationship with Jesus, I'm '[) g‘}\ \eS“S
never sure what they mean. Some G

say instead that Jesus is a friend, but éa

that isn’t any clearer to me. The main O n
scripture about friendship with Jesus

doesn’t seem to describe a per-
sonal relationship. It's simply
about obeying. That baffles me.

You are my friends
if you do what 1
command you. I'm also baffled because |
—John 15:14 | don’t see any way of experienc-
ing the difference between God,
the Holy Spirit, and Jesus in his spiritual form (the only
form in which he is now available), yet to see Jesus as a
friend | think I'd have to be able to see that difference.

What else does considering someone a friend re-
quire? For me, it's knowing a good bit about the person
—about his or her family, and activities, and interests.
That can apply to Jesus, as from the Bible we know quite
a bit about him. Being friends, however, also means lik-
ing some of the same activities and doing them together.
Maybe we do that with Jesus when we do things we be-
lieve Jesus cares about, but relating like that ¢
doesn’t seem personal. Considering someone %
a friend also means feeling that he or she likes
me and is open with me, and | don't see any ¥
way of getting that impression from Jesus.

A friend I don’t see, touch, or hear from?

| sometimes hear Christians say they feel closer to
Jesus than to any human friend or family member. That
puzzles me, because unlike those human beings Jesus
can't be physically seen, touched, or heard, and to me
those qualities seem essential for closeness. For me,
feeling close to someone also requires talking (or writing)
to each other often and getting clearly identifiable re-
sponses. Considering someone a friend also requires
feeling that the relationship is mutual—that sometimes |
take the initiative for getting together, while at other times

he or she makes the first move. | don't see those

? things happening between Jesus and anyone.

® Maybe my understanding of friendship differs from
most other people’s. Maybe Jesus pictures and Jesus

talk fill some of the requirements of friendship for them
but not for me. | suspect that’s it, but | keep wondering.
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estants have used familiar
pictures of Jesus to serve
purposes quite similar to

Religious images, Morgan explains, help us by
giving a concrete form to what is valuable, strength-




