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All spirituality isn’t the same

Responses to the July and
August Connections, about
Jesus talk and Jesus pictures,
have reminded me of how !
different people are, even when they’re Chnstlans

One reader said I must have been desperate for
a topic, to come up with one so pointless. A few
said in effect that my comments had shown that I
wasn’t a real Christian. But many other responses
were very different from those. “I think you’re
right on target,” one wrote. “I’'m with you concern-
ing the pictures of Jesus,” wrote another. “They
don’t do anything for me. In fact, to the contrary.”

What reaches some turns others off

Another Christian reader acknowledged that
some people need a concrete, personalized view of
Jesus, while others—*“like me,” she said, “and ap-
parently like you”—do much better with a more
abstract view. When she realized this several years
ago, she told me, “I was relieved to know that I
wasn’t a heretic.” She wor-
ries, however, as I do,
about the fact that when we
express the gospel only in
the way that seems essen-
tial to some Christians we
drive other Christians off.

Different Christians
experience and express
their spirituality in different
ways, and in dealing with
each other and planning
church programs we need to take that into account.

For as in one body
we have many mem-
bers, and not all the
members have the
same function, so we,
who are many, are
one body in Christ,
and individually we
are members of one
another. We have
gifts that differ ...
—Romans 12:4-6

Important implications for our churches

Steve Langford is a United Method-
ist pastor who has been investigating
the different ways in which Christians -zl
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Different folks and strokes

Basic personality differences,
which some researchers believe we're
born with, have a big influence on how
we react to each other and to what
happens around us. Realizing this was a Ilfe -changing
eye-opener for me, and a recent book has reminded me
again of its importance, especially for what we do in our
churches. We can’t assume that our own favorite way of
worshiping or expressing our beliefs is the only right way.

In Personality Type in Congregations: How to Work
with Others More Effectively (Alban Institute, 1998),
Lynne M. Baab reminds us how personality differences
matter, in church activities and in expressing our faith.

= Some of us are drawn more to the outer world of peo-
ple, places, and things, while for others the inner world of
ideas, feelings, and reflections has a much stronger pull.
This difference means that large church meetings and
social events make some of us feel drained but energize
others. It means that some churchgoers relish times of
sharing and greeting during worship while others dread
% such times. It means that silence seems
TREE essential to some but miserable to others.
\ = Some of us mainly see concrete details,
and notice and rely on the information that
comes from our five senses. Others mainly notice overall
patterns, and count more on what comes intuitively in a
way that we can't clearly explain and that can seem
hopelessly fuzzy and unreliable to the people who prefer
sensing. This means that some of us want lots of detail
about day-to-day church operation, while others focus
more on purposes and long-range visions and goals.

= Some of us think that being logical, detached, and ob-
jective counts most in decision-making, while others give
more weight to the decisions’ effects on the people that
are involved. This means that some value har-
mony above all and want to avoid controversy,
while others want to analyze and discuss all
sides of issucs cven if strong disagreement exists. ’

= Some of us like to decide quickly after getting what
seems like enough information, while others prefer to
leave the door open for more as long as possible. This
means some of us are much more committed than oth-
ers to deadlines, promptness, schedules, and plans.

Different folks really do need different strokes.
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Ware describes four kinds of spirituality, and ious TV and radio. Some biblical
Langford uses illustrations from the Bible and examples of Shepherders, Steve finds, are
Christian history to show how Christians experience Miriam, John, David, and Jesus as healer.




